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REPORT BY CHAIR OF THE COORDINATING BUREAU OF 
 THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT 

AMBASSADOR RODRIGO MALMIERCA DÍAZ  
ON THE PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES OF THE XV MINISTERIAL  

CONFERENCE OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT 
 
 

Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 
27 July 2008 

 
 
 
 
In my capacity as Chair of the Coordinating Bureau of the Non-Aligned 
Movement, I have the honour to submit a summarized Report on the 
preparatory activities carried out during the last months in New York, 
for the XV Ministerial Conference of the Non-Aligned Movement.    
 
DRAFT FINAL DOCUMENT  
 
On May 7th, 2008, the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Cuba, H.E. Mr. Abelardo Moreno Fernández, formally 
submitted the first draft Final Document of the XV Ministerial 
Conference to the Coordinating Bureau.  
 
This first draft was prepared by Cuba, in its capacity as Chair of the 
Movement, taking as a basis the Final Document adopted by the 
Heads of State or Government of the Movement during the XIV 
Summit Conference held in Havana from 11 to 16 September 2006. 
Also, the Chair included updating draft proposals in order to properly 
reflect developments occurred after the Summit.     
 
The negotiations on the draft Final Document took place in New York 
during two and a half weeks, from 2 to 18 June 2008, in the framework 
of an open-ended Working Group created for this purpose.   
 
Such negotiations were conducted by the Cuban delegation assisted 
by the Coordinators of the Working Groups. Many delegations from the 
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member states of the Movement actively participated in the 
negotiations.  
 
The Working Group agreed on the importance of preserving, as much 
as possible, the language of the Havana Final Document. This method 
was used to reconcile some differences and it enabled the Working 
Group to submit a text reflecting the agreement of the delegations’ 
experts to the Coordinating Bureau. 
 
On 27 June 2008 the Coordinating Bureau decided to recommend the 
draft Final Document as the basis to continue deliberating and 
negotiating in Teheran, so as to be finally adopted during the 
Ministerial Segment.   
 
The current draft Final Document has 670 paragraphs, subparagraphs 
and items which were all considered in New York. Only 19 of them 
could not reach consensus and will be further discussed in this 
meeting.  
 
The paragraphs on which consensus still pending are in the sections 
on International Law, Preservation of Multilateralism, Security Council 
Reform, Disarmament, Terrorism, Democracy, Regional Issues, 
Migration, Information and Communication Technology as well as 
Indigenous Peoples.   
 
Allow me to add that, according to the guidelines for the negotiations 
followed in New York, the new proposals in which consensus was not 
reached were removed from the text and, thereby, do not appear 
reflected in the same. The Chair encouraged the interested author 
delegations to submit their proposals again here in Teheran for their 
consideration. 
 
To facilitate this process, once the negotiations concluded in New 
York, the Chair circulated the proposals of those delegations that 
requested so to be available for all members. Besides, there was a 
clear understanding that any delegation could exercise their legitimate 
right to introduce new proposals they consider relevant, in Teheran, 
even when these proposals were not considered in New York. 
 
I am pleased to inform that during the Draft Final Document 
negotiations in New York, the constructive spirit, the flexibility and the 
bonds of solidarity predominated among the delegations of the 
Movement. That is the main reason why the Coordinating Bureau has 
been able to recommend this meeting a solid and updated document, 
that we consider an excellent foundation for our deliberations. 
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DRAFT STATEMENT ON THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN’S 
NUCLEAR ISSUE  
 
In addition to the Draft Final Document, the Coordinating Bureau in 
New York considered a proposal presented by the distinguished 
delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran. It was a draft Statement on 
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Nuclear Issue to be adopted also by this 
15th Ministerial Conference. 
 
The proposed draft Statement was based on the Statement on the 
Islamic Republic of Iran’s Nuclear Issue adopted in the Havana 
Summit, with several updating proposals to reflect the evolution of the 
issue since the Summit took place. 
 
The NAM Working Group on Disarmament and International Security 
held preliminary discussions on the aforesaid draft statement. The 
Coordinating Bureau agreed to recommend the deliberations on the 
aforementioned text to continue in Teheran.  
 
 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS  
 
The Coordinating Bureau endorsed the candidatures submitted by 
members of the Movement for the Bureau of the Ministerial Meeting, 
as well as the list of guest countries and organizations. Such 
information appears in the documents available for all delegations. 
 
I would like to conclude, Mr. President, by expressing our deepest 
appreciation for each and every member of the Movement for the 
strong and valuable cooperation always given to the Chair of the 
Coordinating Bureau. That gives us the opportunity to initiate this 
Senior Officials meeting with an excellent work basis. 
 
We would also like to thank the host country, the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, for its constant support and its great efforts to warmly welcome us 
all in Teheran. We are certain that the XV Ministerial Conference will 
be successfully held and that this meeting will further strengthen our 
Movement as we all expect and need.  
 
 
 

 


