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Statement on

the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Nuclear Issue

1. The Ministers reiterated their principled positioos nuclear
disarmament and non-proliferation reflected in gl Document
of the Ministerial Meeting of the Coordinating Bareof the Non-
Aligned Movement, held in Putrajaya, Malaysia, Z¥\3ay 2006
and the 1% Summit Conference of Heads of State or Government
of the Non-Aligned Movement held in Havana, Cubd;16
September 2006. The Ministers also reiterated tlowdvhent's
principled position on the Islamic Republic of limmuclear issue
as reflected in the NAM Ministerial Statement adaptin
Putrajaya on 30 May 2006 and NAM Heads of State or
Government Statement adopted in Havana on 16 Sbpte2006.
They considered the positive developments in th@@mentation
of the NPT Safeguards Agreement in the Islamic Repwf Iran
as reflected in the reports of the Director Geneoél the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

2. The Ministers reaffirmed the basic and inalienabtht of all
states to develop research, production and useofi@energy for
peaceful purposes, without any discrimination amacanformity
with their respective legal obligations. Therefonething should
be interpreted in a way as inhibiting or restrigtthe right of states
to develop atomic energy for peaceful purposesy Taghermore
reaffirmed that States’ choices and decisions,utfiog those of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, in the field of pehdeuses of
nuclear technology and its fuel cycle policies nhestespected.



3. The Ministers recognized the IAEA as the sole cdee
authority for verification of the respective safagis obligations
of Member States and stressed that there shouldobendue
pressure or interference in the Agency’'s activjtiespecially its
verification process, which would jeopardize théicedncy and
credibility of the Agency.

4. The Ministers welcomed the continuing cooperatioring
extended by the Islamic Republic of Iran to the AMcluding
those voluntary CBMs undertaken with a view to hasg all
remaining issues, including those as reflectedhénlatest report of
the Director General of the IAEA on 26 May 2008.eVh
welcomed the fact that the IAEA has been able tdywéhe non-
diversion of declared nuclear material in Iran eected in the
Agency’s reports since November 2003 and furthetechahe
assessment of the IAEA Director General in Safegjuar
Implementation Report (SIR) 2006 that all nucleaatemnal
declared by Iran had been accounted for and remipgsaceful
activities. They noted at the same time, that thecess for
drawing a conclusion with regard to the absenceirafeclared
material and activities in Iran is an ongoing amdet consuming
process. In this regard, the Ministers further waled the
modality agreement reached between the Islamic IRiepof Iran
and the IAEA on 21 August 2007 leading to the nesoh of the
Six outstanding issues as a significant step fatwaywards
promoting confidence and a peaceful resolutionhefissueThe
Ministers took note of the Document INFCIRC/711which the
Agency and Iran agreed that after the implementatiothe Work
Plan and the agreed modalities for resolving thstanding issues,
the implementation of safeguards in Iran will benaacted in a
routine manner.

5. The Ministers emphasized the fundamental distinctietween the
legal obligations of states to their respectiveegaards agreements
and any confidence building measures voluntarilgartaken to
resolve difficult issues, and believed that suchluntary
undertakings are not legal safeguards obligations.

6. The Ministers considered the establishment of raueleveapons-
free-zones (NWFZs) as a positive step towards raigi the
objective of global nuclear disarmament and reiéetdhe support
for the establishment in the Middle East of a naickeeapons free
zone in accordance with relevant General Assemintly Security



Council resolutions. Pending the establishmenuohs zone, they
demanded Israel to accede unconditionally to thé N#thout

delay and place promptly all its nuclear facilitiasnder

comprehensive |IAEA safeguards in accordance witlcuisy

Council Resolution 487 (1981).

. The Ministers reaffirmed the inviolability of pedak nuclear
activities and that any attack or threat of attagainst peaceful
nuclear facilities - operational or under constiutt poses a great
danger to human beings and the environment, andtitdes a
grave violation of international law, principlesdapurposes of the
Charter of the United Nations and regulations &f FHREA. They
recognized the need for a comprehensive multilkyen@gotiated
instrument prohibiting attacks, or threat of at&|ocbn nuclear
facilities devoted to peaceful uses of nuclear gyner

. The Ministers strongly believed that all safeguaadd verification
iIssues, including those of Iran, should be resoivgdin the IAEA
framework, and be based on technical and legalngimuThey
further emphasized that the Agency should contitsievork to
resolve the Iranian nuclear issue within its maedahder the
Statute of the IAEA.

. The Ministers stressed that diplomacy and dialogeugh
peaceful means must continue to find a comprehersnd long
term solution to the Iranian nuclear issue. Thepressed their
conviction that the only way to resolve the issseto pursue
substantive negotiations without any preconditicaraong all
relevant parties. In this regard, the Ministers omated Iran's
willingness to commence negotiations on variousioreg and
global issues, including nuclear issues with NAMmivter States,
particularly those of the region. The Ministerstler welcomed
the talks between Iran and the six countries hel@eéneva in July
2008.



